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What are the consequences of leaking CO2 storage sites? The public put 
experts to the test in Dublin 

European scientists are set to explain the likely impacts of CO2 storage to the public in 
Dublin this weekend. The public will be encouraged to question the experts directly 
with the aim of improving the understanding and communication of the technologies 
that are likely to be used. 

In the future, energy produced from fossil fuels will need to be cleaner, greener and more 
sustainable. One means of achieving this is to capture the CO2 produced and store it deep 
underground. However initially, as with any new technology, it is seemingly only the experts 
that fully understand the potential benefits and impacts. As part of the process to improve the 
awareness and acceptance of this new technology, European earth scientists are set to explain 
CO2 storage to the public in Dublin at the weekend. 

 

 

Assessment of CO2 influence on plant species at the ASGARD site, University of Nottingham 

Scientists working together from across Europe will host a public session at the European Open 
Forum (ESOF 2012) to examine the geological storage of CO2. The participants will be 
encouraged to question the experts on the potential impact and safety of the different storage 
technologies that may be used. Topics addressed will include the likely impacts on onshore and 
offshore ecosystems and on the human population. The aim is to help the scientists improve the 
way that they explain their work and also to improve the public understanding of CO2 storage. 



 
 

Professor John Ludden, Executive Director of the BGS, said “This is an excellent example of 
collaborative research which addresses key issues around possible environmental impacts of 
geological storage.” 

 

ESOF 2012 is Europe’s largest general science meeting and will be hosted in Dublin from 11th to 
15th July 2012 (www.esof.eu/). The ‘Research into Impacts and Safety in CO2 Storage’ (RISCS) 
project involves 24 organisations and aims to improve the understanding of the possible impact 
of geological storage of CO2 (www.riscs-co2.eu). 

*Ends*  
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For further details or to arrange media interviews please contact: 

Clive Mitchell 

BGS Press Office, Keyworth, Nottingham, NG12 5GG 

Office  +44 (0)115 936 3257  

obile: + 44 (0)7815 537 439 

Email:  cjmi@bgs.ac.uk 

Notes for Editors 

The following are available for interview: 

• David Jones, British Geological Survey 

For additional information go to: www.bgs.ac.uk 

Photographs are available from our ftp server: ftp://ftp.bgs.ac.uk/pubload/bgspress 

Free for media use with this acknowledgement: British Geological Survey (BGS©NERC) 

The British Geological Survey 

The British Geological Survey (BGS), a component body of the Natural Environment Research 
Council (NERC), is the nation's principal supplier of objective, impartial and up-to-date 
geological expertise and information for decision making for governmental, commercial and 
individual users. The BGS maintains and develops the nation's understanding of its geology to 
improve policy making, enhance national wealth and reduce risk. It also collaborates with the 
national and international scientific community in carrying out research in strategic areas, 
including energy and natural resources, our vulnerability to environmental change and hazards, 
and our general knowledge of the Earth system. More about the BGS can be found at 
www.bgs.ac.uk. 

The Natural Environment Research Council 

The Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) funds world-class science, in universities and 
its own research centres, that increases knowledge and understanding of the natural world. It is 
tackling major environmental issues such as climate change, biodiversity and natural hazards. 
NERC receives around £400m a year from the UK government's science budget, which is used 
to provide independent research and training in the environmental sciences. www.nerc.ac.uk. 
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